
Technology, E-Textbooks and BYOD Initiative at The Webb School 

 

Does a student need his/her own email account? 

Yes, each student needs his/her own email account. Many digital text books are delivered to 

students with a connection to an email address. Faculty and staff use email to communicate with 

students. It is important that each student has an email account that is checked frequently. The 

Webb School is a Google school and uses Google apps. Students who do not have an email 

account may contact Director of Technology Raymond Pryor at rpryor@webbschool.com to 

secure a Webb email.  

 

What is BYOD? 

BYOD stands for “Bring Your Own Device.” BYOD is an initiative that requires students to 

bring personal technology devices to Webb. The devices will be used for educational purposes, 

including but not limited to accessing digital textbooks, to meet the students' learning needs 

under the direction of a teacher. For the purposes of BYOD, “Device” means a privately owned 

wireless and/or portable electronic piece of equipment that includes laptops, netbooks or tablets 

with a minimum screen size of 7 inches. 

 

Why BYOD? 

Many schools have chosen to standardize on one particular brand or device. While this approach 

is less complex, we do not believe that it serves the best interest of our students. The ability to 

adapt and effectively use a variety of technologies will be a great benefit to our students as they 

continue their education after graduation and beyond. 

 

The promises, pitfalls, and results associated with technology in schools have been researched, 

discussed, and debated for many years. What educators have found is that the range and 

effectiveness of technology use in augmenting learning varies considerably depending on the 

types of tools and software used, the context within which they are used, and the degree to which 

student interest, motivation, and engagement are triggered.  

 

Over the last few years, laptops and handheld mobile devices have become affordable. These 

mobile devices provide users with 24/7 access to ideas, resources, people and communities. 

Individuals may use different devices depending on their needs. The devices we feel that will be 

effective for our students fall into 3 basic categories: 

 

● Laptop computers are portable computers that can be used with or without the Internet. 

○ Pros: Robust operating system, large storage capacity, larger screen, keyboard 

built in 

○ Cons: Heavy/bulky, very short battery life 

○ Examples: MacBook Pro, Dell Inspiron, Lenovo ThinkPad, Acer Aspire, etc. 
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● Netbook computers are portable computers that have most of the functionality of a 

traditional laptop but in a smaller format. 

○ Pros: Robust operating system, more storage than a tablet but less than a laptop, 

built in keyboard, longer battery life 

○ Cons: Size, battery life is less than a tablet 

○ Examples: Chromebook, Acer Aspire 1, HP Mini, etc. 

 

● Tablet computers fall along a continuum from laptop-like to large-size smartphones. 

○ Pros: Small and lightweight, long battery life 

○ Cons: No hardware keyboard included, Operating system is limited to specific 

Apps*, more susceptible to damage 

○ Examples: iPad, iPad mini, Google Nexus 7” or 10”, Samsung Galaxy Tab 2 7” or 

10” 

 

*Apps are software applications designed to run only on tablet devices and are usually 

less sophisticated than software applications made for full sized computers. 

 

 

Minimum Device Specifications for BYOD Program  

Screen Size: 

 

7 inches or greater is adequate for many 

instructional activities; 9.5 inches or greater is 

considered optimal 

Operating System (OS):  Android 4.x or higher, iOS 6 or higher, 

Windows 7 or higher, Mac OS X 10.7 Lion or 

higher. 

Connectivity:     When used at school, the device will connect 

using Wi-Fi only. 

Browser:    The browsers listed below are typically 

supported. Due to the wide variance of digital 

materials available for access, occasional 

incompatibilities may be encountered. 

Microsoft Internet Explorer minimum 6.0 to 

8.0 

Mozilla Firefox, minimum 10.0 

Google Chrome, all versions 

Apple Safari, minimum 4.0 

 

 

 



 

What rules apply to the use of these devices on the student network? 

As with all technology use, personal or school-owned, students should primarily use technology 

for educational purposes.  Students using a personally-owned device must abide by the Webb 

School Acceptable Use Policies.  

 

Are there specific requirements that devices must meet to be added to the school network? 

Devices must be capable of wireless access. Students will not be able to plug in to the network 

through an Ethernet cable. Current virus protection for PCs is required. 

  

What happens if a student uses the device inappropriately? 

Violations of any policies, administrative procedures, or school rules involving a student’s 

personally owned device may result in the loss of use of the device in school and/or disciplinary 

action. The school reserves the right to inspect a student’s personal device if there is reason to 

believe that the student has violated policies, administrative procedures, or school rules or has 

engaged in other misconduct while using their personal device.  

 

What are some examples of inappropriate use? 

1. The student records a video without the permission of the teacher and posts it on YouTube. 

2. The student takes pictures during class of other students and sends them electronically to 

friends without teacher approval. 

3. The teacher has given permission to use the device for a project, but the student chooses to 

check his or her account on a social media site instead. 

4. The student records anyone without the knowledge and permission of that individual.  This 

may be punishable under federal, state and local laws. 

 

Who is responsible if the device is damaged, stolen, or lost? 

Students bring electronic communication devices to school at their own risk, just like any other 

personal items. The school will not be held accountable if an electronic device or other item is 

lost, stolen, or misplaced. Some devices have a device locator; parents and/or students may want 

to enable this feature if possible. 

 

Can students use their own devices in any class? 

Students can use personal technology devices in any class to meet educational goals as long as 

they have the permission of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What are examples of uses of student devices in the classroom? This information is helpful 

in determining the device students may want to bring to school.    

  

Student devices should be capable of the following: 

● Accessing the Internet 

● Collaborating via Google Apps for Education environment (via the web or app) to create 

word processing documents, spreadsheets, and presentations 

● Communicating via email, texting, or other tool for educational purposes 

● Access E-Textbooks either through a web browser or App downloaded to the device 

 

How are e-textbooks accessed? 

There is currently no standardization for the utilization of a publishers’ textbook. Each company 

has its own format and delivery method. This can be confusing for the student as each class may 

use a textbook from a separate publisher. Some may be accessed through a website with a 

username and password, while others may have an App or download. Most are web-based. 

 

What device do you recommend for students? 

The key element to BYOD is choice; students have a choice in selecting size (laptop or tablet); 

operating system (Mac or Windows, iOS or Android); and production tools (Microsoft Office, 

iWorks, or Google Docs). 

Questions to consider when choosing a device: 

1. What operating system is student and family most comfortable with/currently using? 

2. Is this the primary computing device for the student? 

3. Can the device access the web, create schoolwork, and communicate outside itself? 

4. Is the device one that is comfortable to type or navigate with during a 7-hour school day? 

 

Again, the key to BYOD is choice: allowing students to access tools, evaluate their usage for 

their learning needs, and use the tools successfully.  That said, there are key elements students 

need to be successful; all devices must be capable of creating documents, spreadsheets and 

presentations; note taking; storage; and communication.    

 

Can my student use an e-reader? 

E-Readers (Nook, Nook Color, Kindle, Kindle Fire, etc): We DO NOT recommend that an e-

reader be used as the primary device for BYOD. These devices are primarily used for 

consumption of books, movies, games, etc. They lack most of the advantages of full tablets 

(cameras, Bluetooth, detachable physical keyboard options) and have limited access to the full 

range of Apps (software) available on iOS or Android devices. 

 



 

 

How does a Netbook differ from a Laptop? 

Netbooks: Netbooks are a general category of small, limited power affordable computers that are 

portable with decent battery life. One drawback of netbooks is the limited ability they have to 

multitask.  That said, if students are aware of the limitations, the advantages of cost and mobility 

might be worth it. 

 

Can my child use an older laptop? 

Older laptops, more than two years old, are not recommended.  They generally lack sufficient 

battery life for extended unplugged use and are also heavier and bulkier than newer laptops.  

 

What accessories are required or do you recommend? 

There are no required accessories planned at this time.  Many students, having used devices all 

year, have made the following suggestions: 

Tablets: Cover/Case, Detachable keyboard or Bluetooth Keyboard, Headphones, Warranty 

Laptops: Case/Protective Sleeve, Headphones, Warranty 

Netbooks: Case/Protective Sleeve, Headphones, Warranty 

  

What should I know about Batteries and Power? 

One of the biggest concerns with mobile devices is the length of battery life. Students should 

plan their device usage to enable them to have power to use the device in their last class of the 

day without plugging the device in during class. There are a number of things that go into 

planning this. 

 

● Devices have different lengths of battery life. Some tablets have 10-16 hour battery 

configurations. Most laptops start at 3-4 hours but can be configured for up to 8 hours. 

● There are a variety of charge extenders, extra batteries, portable chargers, etc. that can be 

used to extend life. 

● Student choice plays a part as well. If a student chooses to spend time playing games or 

socializing online, this depletes the battery much faster than a period spent typing a 

paper. 

● Most manufacturers provide information on their support websites for maximum battery 

life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Do I need a Warranty? 

Webb STRONGLY recommends devices have some form of warranty. While research shows 

that students statistically take much better care of a device which belongs to him or her than a 

school-provided device, accidents happen. Some of our students have even been known to 

periodically test their impact-resistant cases on purpose. Webb will have a limited number of 

devices available for students when they have short- or long-term repair issues but cannot offer a 

total replacement solution for students whose devices are destroyed. 

 

Questions? 

 Please do not hesitate to contact Director of Technology Raymond Pryor at 

rpryor@webbschool.com if you have further questions. 
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